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Preface

The historical committee of Italy, Texas, composed of Emy Lou
Jarrett, Charles and Irene (Potsy) McLaughlin, Robert E. Spark-
man, Margaret Smotherman, Fredna Allen, Joan Higdon, Virginia
Weaver, Sallyann Davis and Margaret Miphant acknowledge the
asistance given in compiling the history of Italy. This edition is a
combined effort on the part of many persons, We, to the best of our
knowledge, have used all available means and sources such as per-
sonal interviews, tapes, old newspapers, a diary. old writings and
history books. These latter inchude the History of Ellis County Texas
published by Ellis County Workshop composed of Edna Davis Haw-
kins, Ruth Stone, Ida M. Brookshire and Lillie Tolleson and from
Memorial History of Ellis County which was published in 1892, and
The Book of faly 18791918 edited and compiled by Everett Loyd.

We, the Committee, are especially indebted 10 Robert E. Spark-
man for his effort in compiling the first complete draft from the
the voluminous material.




Prologue

This i a thres part chronicle of the :ltmel.upmenl, and matarity
of Italy, Texas, from 1879 through a century of existence.

The first part was written by an unknown person, or persons.
It is an excellent account of the town that appeared in an 189] edi.
tion of a Chicago newspaper. [t was reprinted in the late Russelll
Bryants’ ltaly News Herald on November 5, 1965, For Mr. Bryants'
tastes and interests in preserving the historical article, we are
grateful.

Part 11 overlaps o bit with Part 1, iz repetitious, but it pro-
vides the viewpoints of different people at different stages of the
town's development. Part 11 deals with the town from 1879 o 1918,
It was written and edited by Everett Loyd, a kinsman of Andrew
Loyd, Italy's first school teacher. Mr. Loyd also wrote and had pub-
lished a lengthy interesting book on Judge Roy Bean, Law West of
the Pecos that has won some acceplance.

In studying Part= [ and II we find that it deals only with people
in the town itself and their contributions.

Part Il will be dealing with the period 1918 1w 1979, The
chroniclers will try and broaden the picture to inclode the huge
reservolr of the rural peoples and the minority groups and their
roles in the history of the town.

Who were, and are, the people of Italy? For the most part the
white population, or their forefathers, come from Alabama, Tennesee,
Arkansas or Missizsippi. Our Back population as a rule came from
Alabama or M'mliuippi—nr—up a migratory route from plantations
in the lower reaches of the Brazes. This route began in the region
colonized by Stephen F. Austin and wound up through Hempstead,
Mavasota, Hearne, Calvert, Marlin and Waco as the country was
being scttled. A few Latin American familites have made permanent
homes in the community within the last few decades, All of these
groups have, and are, making their contributions to eur culture and
COHmmuUTity.

ITALY: Three Towns 1890

Italy i= one of the youngest towns in Ellis County, but i not of
less importance on that account, It 2 a thriving, progressive place
ituated in a rich agricultural country. When referring 1o 1
though; it should be done in the plaral, for there are three Italies.

The Oldtown was where the business was transacted and was
back from the railroad, The Newtown was located about the depot;
and the Southtown was where the schools and colleges were located,

From the time the Aycock brothers built the first house in 1879,
Italy has been steadily growing. The Aycock brothers wsed the house
as a dwelling, grocery store and post office. Robert Aycock was the
postmaster. J. ¥, Clark built the second house in 1880 and
a store. The first minister in Italy was the Rev, R, Leck, o Baptist,
who preached in the Houston Creek Schoolhouse, Revs. Armsirong
anid {TE Collier came about the same time,

moved to Ttaly because there were excellent schools, cal-
1 I:.:E]zhmhn_ The first school was tanght by A. J. Loyd in the
mutt:mill: Schoolhouse on Houston Creck. He was succeeded by
P. H. Gordon

In 1879 the Revs. L. C. Collier and Armstrong erected the Italy
lnrt:‘l:Lr'l‘rl.uIr1 but it burned down in 1888. 1888 was also the ]rmrﬁu_ﬂlh-
western Normal College was built with H. 5. Parsons as F‘rmr:lqal-
Hope Institute was built and presided over by Professor A. T. Seite.
“Each school has a ull of able and excellent ﬁmhml:ﬂhu n:t

Iv teach the voung in school, but kesp strict watch over mar-
iﬂ.r}; and morals of Eh.:-u intrusted to their care. One thing that has



helped build up ltaly schools is the temperance of her citizens who
have never allowed ardent spirits to be sold in the town®

One would suppose that the people of Italy, being famous for
their sobriety and learning, would have a |:1||':||li[l.l| supply of churches
and Sabbath schools; and this is the cese, Most of the Christion
churches are |'|_-|_|.r~|-_-|-|:11:'-|:.'|. By 1890 the Baptisis had a good church
building with a membership of 120 good souls, and an exeellent
Sunday School whose superintendent was A. J. Loyd.

The Cumberland Presbyterian, erected in 1881, was the second
church in Ttaly. The Rev, A. J. Haynes waos its first pastor. This
church had grown to 100 members with (0. A. Hildebrand as super-
intendent.

The members of the Methodist Episcopal Church South hauilt
their chorch in 1885, and the Rev, K. Boad was the first pastor. The
Methadist Protestant Church used the Cumberland Church for
meetings,

In 1879 the Christian Church was built. An evangelist, Rev. R.
Borden, was the first to preach there.

Black le also had a church building, the African Methodist
Episcopal Church, which also had a good sized congregation.

The ftaly Sun was a lively and well conducted newspaper. It was
published in Oldtown in 1891 with Eugene P. Gordon as editor.

By 1890 there were a goodly number of live and progresaive
husinessmen in Italy with “get up and get” who knew how to make
a town. laly was incorporated in August 1891, The first mayor and
gldermen were elected, The mayor, the Hon, E. M. Ficld, and the
aldermen were L. B, Roebuck, J. M. Couch, M. L, Ward, F. A. Winn
and J. 5. Mayee. B. W. Couch waz secretary.

The businesses of the town, when the information was obtained,
were s follows: Oldtown contained one cotton gin, two general stores,
iwo drug stores, four groceries, one hardware, two restaurants and
confectionaries, one confectionary, a millinery, n meat market, a
blacksmith, a wagon shop, o livery slable, a bank, a lawyer, a dentist,
two cotton vards, two hotels and five physicians,
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Mewtown, in 1891, coly had the depot but later had & cotbon
gin, hardware and queenware, tin shop, two hotels and two humber
yards,

Southtown consisted of Hope Institute with Professor A. T, Seitz
as president, Cumberland Presbyterian Church, and a few other
dwellings,

The enterprising little town, only a few years old, on April 21st,
18872, celebrated San Jacinte day with fine festivities, A pathering of
700 prople met at a large arbor erected for the occasion, but due to
a current of wind, services were conducted in the church. The Rev.
1. H. Douglas opened with a prayer and was followed with timely
addreszes by jul'[m L. Cheek of Ennis and 0. E. Dunlap of Waxa-
hachie, Professor L. C. Collier announced that dinner was ready, as
there was a bountiful supply of provisions on the ground for every-
hady, The citizens of Italy and the surrounding country did eredit
to themselves in the hospitable distribution of foed.

Dr. Eugene P. Gordon, editor of the ftaly Sun in 1891 tells the
tabe of the lively little city so well, This information comes from an
old settler and s entirely reliable.

In 1890 the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad reached Ttaly.
Her quiet citizens, after moch waiting and patience, may now take
their places in the front ranks of progress with the rest of the world.



The old setthers remember well when it was common to do
freighting with ox-teams. Foods were haoled from the port of Hous-
ton, Shreveport, San Antonio and even Eagle Pass on the Rio Grande.
Such trips required many weeks and even months of time, There
were only 100 miles of railroad in this great state earlier, in 1891
there were 5000 miles.

In the 1860's the Houston Texas Central Company began to ex-
tend its road northward from Houston, Calvert was a shipping point
and it took two weeks to make the round trip with ox-eart. The price
of hauling was 85.00 for a bale of cotton—81.75 per hundred pounds
for any other freight. Cotton was 20 cents a pound then.

Ta reach Ennis, the nearest market meant pulling through the
black waxy mud which was no laughing matter, “It was calculated to
try one's patience and test his fidelity to his church vows in regard
o profane swearing,”

ltaly was left in the mud by the Texas Central Railroad in the
1860's and had to wait until 1891 for the Missouri, Kansas and Texas
railroad to be finished. This was the cawse of great jubilation and a
new era of prosperity began for the citizens of this town,

1901 another railroad reached Italy, The International and Greas
MNorthern—later known as the Missouri Pacific.




The 1920’s

(n Movember 11, 1918, World War [ ended, formally at 11:00
am. The personal bugler of General John J. (Black Jack) Pershing
was Hartley Edwards of Italy who blew Taps to signal this memorial
occasion in Toule, France, Hartley was one of a large family of
striking, handsome people, claiming to have Indian blood. He grow
up in an old twostory howse across Houston Creek on the morth
side as you po to the snard Moore home. He was a team Toothall
player and graduated from the local school. Those whoe knew him
were saddened o learn of his death on November 5, 1978, some

6l years and 4 days later at Denizon, Texas, His battered $6.25 bugle ©

weed in World War [ ix now in the Smithsonian Institute, More
about Mr, Edwards later, a persom whoe had enjoyed international

exposure,

The 1920°s began a year and fifty days after the end of World
War L. The “roaring twenties™ they were called.

King Cotton ruled the economy. Ellis County was leading the
nation in cotton production. It reached and exceeded 150,000 bales
a year. Five gins, a cotton oil mill and a Compress were needed and
atilized to process these abundant crops. This production was all made
by mule and man power, Farme were 40 acres or multiples of 20
acres and few exceeded 200 peres. Each farm contained the farmer's
residence and one or more small frame houses for the hired help and
their families. For this repzon the rural areas were fairly densely
populated.

In the early twenties most people rode to town in buggies,
surries and wagons, They were joined on the pike and mud roads
h].' the few who had cors,

When the roads were muddy people walked, rode horseback or
wenl in wagonz lo town unbess they lived near an interorban stop
where they could ride inte town for a dime,

Everybady, who was able came into town on Saturday to visit
and to do weekly shopping. It was always 10:30 or 11:00 P.M.
before the merchants could close—because foot traffic and shoppers
clogped the streets.

Children under twelve would be getting out of a Jack Hoxie or
W, 5. Hart Western feature that also included a Krazy Kal cartoon
plus o Larry Semon or Harold Lloyd comedy, These features cost a
dime. If yon bought a nickel hamburger, a soda and a package of
prpeorn you hod Bown a 25 cents weekly allowanice,

In 1920 radie made itz appearance—a miracle to end riraches,
Charliec McLaughlin, Victor Yarbrough, Horace Gilliam, and a man
named Jack Harris (nad owr present one) came gp with |lEE.d|J-]'IﬂTH.‘
gedz and were able to receive WRE, the first regional station,

About 1923 the first lowd spraker radic made jts debur. The
public was invited 1o hear it ai the old Campbell farm a mile north
of town on the Bell Branch Road, This was a large two-story manorial
type home—which had large galleries on the first and second stories,

People came from miles around this particalar evening in their
WHTHTIE, I:IHERLFH and cars and comfortably zituated themselves on
the front lawn for this memorable event. They were not disappointed
II15 they were rewarded with a musical program from KMOX in 5t
LOENE.

Thus, civilization had moved inte 8 new era.

Radio, in its infancy, did nod cover sporting events, Jack Dhemp-
sey was the idol of the sportsworld. When he fonght his champion-
ship bouts, they were telegraphed in to the &GN Railroad Station.




A round to round deseription was received and relayed to the local
citizenry by the telegrapher on duty, who teanslated the Morse code
message and passed it on. The wonderful part of this was that it was
£ ad o pa
i

done as a C SETVICE,

The 1&GN ran from Ft. Worth to Waco and to South Texas.
It ako went northward from Ft. Worth, Several passenger trains o
day came through Italy. Memorable were the WIE: long train loads
of cattle which were moved from South Texps. They came through
this city on their way to F. Worth or the Flint Hills of Kansas for
further finishing on grass. The Katy also had several passenger
trains daily. Both brought mail, pasengers, and freight.

An institution of the time was the Interurban which ran from
Waco to Dallas. Serviee began about 7:00 A, M. cach day and cars
going in both directions continued running every hour until 11 P. M.

With passenger traffic coming in on the Katy, 1&GN and In-
terurhan (this was before buses), many passengers had no way to
t to Avalon, Frost, Blooming Grove, Sand Town and other commun-
ities, To alleviate his situation, there was a Service Car business to
help these people get home, These Service Cars (taxis in metropolitan
areas) were individually owned and operated, Mostly Model T, if
the weather was cold, rainy, and otherwise inclement, the isinglass
curtaing coud be put up and passengers provided with laprobes for
additional warmth, Local swains would pool their resources and char.
ter a Service Car to go o Blooming Grove, Frost, Milford or some-
where to get in a little courting,

. MR A, -4

Baschall fans would charter cars to attend games away from
home where the local elub might be playing. Bascball was truly the
national pastime then as it had brought Italy to national attention for
the first time, in 1916, The Italy High School team beat Oak Cliff
in Dallas for the State Championship, They played the Oklahoma
State High School Champion for Bi-State honors,

In the carly twenties the streets were dirt or graveled, with the
more affluent section of town having the gravel, Then each street had
a ‘back alley.” The primary purpose was %ur the local“honey wagon™
1o make its periodic night time trips to pick up the contents of the
‘tworholer-Chic Sale out-houses with their half moon ventilation win-
dows on the sides, Not too many homes in the town had the luxury
of indoor sanitation.

Maost families had ice boxes and a local ice plant manufactured
amd  delivered ice in an weeially made horse drown  wagom,
Later delivery was made rurally by a truck, The pdvent of electric
refrigerators was o hlessing to the housewife and a marked improve-
ment in the preservation of food.

The main road through Italy—until about 1933—was the old
King's Trail: a meandering road from Dallas to Waeo which was
graveled in places, Occasional migrants in covered wagons still came
through leading o milk cow, perhaps, with a keg of water, a stove,
chairs, etc. attached to the sides. ﬁe beds were under the wa
sheet (tarpl which was strelched over ax-low Trames, If the weather
was warm, the wagon sheetz would be rolled upwards a bit to allow a
breeze 10 hlow through, Farmers piq:kwl up ]Jm"kl'! change in miucldy
wrather by wzing their teams to pull cars out of mod holes.

About every three or four miles in any direction from raral
towns was a one of iwo-rosm schoolbuilding to accomodate every one
within walking distance. This was years before the advent of school
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buzez and lunch rooms, Center Point, Derrs Chapel, Hamrock, Hamlbett
Lane, Hardneck, Lofton Branch, 5img Form, Bell Branch were
among the rural schools that have made scholastic contributions to
many of the families around.

The pupils brought their own lunches, wrapped in an old news-
ﬁp&r and tied with a string or they might have wed a syrop bucket,
ere were metal lunch pails with a leather handle for the more afflu-
ent (store bought). A typical student’s lunch would be o sausage or
two or some other t fried pork between hiscuit halves. A haked
potato with the jacket on was wsmal fare along with a fried r
or dried fruit pie. Sugar mixed with butter in a biscuit waz also

ﬂﬂl.ll’.i.ﬂ-hirlg and casy bo moke.

Later, tractors and big scale farming heavily depopulated the
rural areas. Mechanized harvesting, chemical weed controls, paved
and hot-top roads, more and more cars, and rural electricity hastened
the end of an era that was hard but picturesque,

Henry Smithwick, now 90 years of age, was an academic pari
of the rural schools, He began his teaching carcer in the old Bell
Branch School in 1907 and later taught at Derrs Chapel—also known
as McCullough and South Italy, He was also Italy band director for
a period of time. Mr. Henry has for years given of his time, talent
and money to the upkeep of the local cemetery. This is a project
dear to his heart and an invaluable contribution to the community,
He is still going strong in this endeavor,

_ Laurels, accolades, and recognitions cannot be passed around
without mentioning the contributions of Professor W, H, Stafford,
who for so many years was the principal of the Negro community
schools. This fine gentleman, teacher and Christian left his image and
“‘.:I‘nm upon many of hiz students who have mode their mark in the
fields of their choice. The present modern school an Harris Street is

named in his honor, Professor Stallord served this community for
many years and the town iz a better place becavse of his accom-
plishments,

Whe can ever forget the angelic presence of the Reverend E. C.
Cargill? For many years this minister was a friend and loved by all.
.I'kmf Miss Nannie Morriz as the first grade teacher helped many a
tearfully nervous youngster ease into an academic world,

This treatise, as agreed upon by its chroniclers, is not for the
purpose of dealing upon lives and personalities. li-nn:h'l‘&‘tﬂ.llrjﬂh]}' OVEr
the past sixty years, thousands of good, solid, “salt of the earth”
P & have Eccn a part of this community at one time or another
aﬁpimle gone forth with a rich heritage as a result of having lived
here, Therefore, mentioning one eminent person, fifteen others equally
eminent would be slighted. (F necessity, ever, exceplions must be
made in & few instances because of their historical connection with
national and even International attention that ]laﬂ:,' has received from
time to time, Poetic license, or should it be literary License, is being
taken in dealing with people like some previously mentioned whose
presences and impact have meant so much to the community for hav-
ing been a part of it

In thiz connection Italy again received national abtention from
the nation as the home of Art (The Great) Shires, In the late twen-
ties and until the mid thirties, Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig and others in
the basehall world had to share the sports pages of the nation’s
ers with Art. Sporting a derby hat, spats, cane and the finest of taibor-
e 1'hﬂ'hing. he was coneeded 1o be the best dressed athlete in hase-
ball. He held forth in Boston, Washington, Chicagoe and other cities
as a first baseman, He made many headlines in after hours off the
diamond and entered professional boxing, Later, when he slowed
down a bit, be got into professional wrestling. All of these years he
kept the name of Italy in the national media.




Basehall in the eras of 1910-1935 in this aren meant as much as
the Cowboys mean to football now, Mo less than ten players from
this community played profesional haseball, Unfortunately, rhaps
the best player raised here could only engage in sandlot ball because
of a segregated sociely at the time, Abner I:ML'IE'] Sims could have
gtarred with any team in organized baschall. Mo better player
emerged here. Sherman Valenine and Tq'!'rlpl.-l-:l:un [Piggy) Sims could
have been big league stars but were denied their due for the same
irrational reason.

People then, as now, required diversions and social activities, in
addition to sports, Breeavse of travel limitations, these activities were
pretty well centered here. A few of the more affluent would some-
times secure 8 coop of chickens on the back or top of their cars and
a caravan of them would head out to Glen Rose, a half day's jour-
ney, if flat tires were oot too frequent. There they would camp out
on the P.BJIJ:A'.:IP River at the west end of town for o week or 20, gsually
in midsummer, Bridge was a pastime for many. The Fortnightly
Club, organized 1902, was siill serving philanthropically, cultur-
ally and otherwise—az it does to this date, re was the Bell Branch
Country Club with its nine hole golf course, dining, dancing and
other facilities, There are those here now that tripped the light fan-
tastic to the music of Lawrence Welk on two different engagements
there. A young man of perhaps twenty-eight at the time, he had a
four-piece combo that was excellent even at that early stage of his
career, Then neary every Friday or Saturday night there was a
“country” hﬂp in some farm home, Fiddles, mandolins, guitars, and
banjos produced truly country music. All of this was in the days of
“Prohibition.” Refreshments for the hops and dances were supplied
in half gallon fruit jars from certain gentry in that business.

Other diversions included the Elk Theatre. The first lalk'mE
movie hit the country in 1927, Al Jolson in “The Jozz Singer
marked the beginning of another era in that facet of amusement
Each year there would be Tent Shows coming to town for a one or
two week stay. Some will recall the Bobby "f’am'h.. Harve Holland
and Harley Sadler troupes and their presentations, Several perform.
ers from these shows graduated into Ifﬂlljrwmd prominence. Relating
to these times Medicine Shows have been very realistically portrayed
in Movie and TV presentations.

The 1930’

If the past decade could be described as “The Roaring Twen-
ties”, “The Dismal Thirties” would be descriptive of this decade so
tragically affected, economically, b{ the Wall Street Market
Crash. Stock brokers and financiers [iterally were jumping out of
windows and resorting to cther means of seli destruction.

When cotton reached five and =ix cents a pound and eggs four or
five cents a dozen for many people the matter of survival was para-
mount. Money was very scarce. In 1931, there was no trouhble getting
cotton pickers for 40 cents a hundred. Locally there were no fod
stamps, welfare checks of any kind or bread lines. For the farmers,
their chickens, eggs, butter, pork, milk, ete. helped them exist,
These same products were sold or bartered to the town merchantz
and were an important basis of the cconomy then. This was not becf
cattle country at the time and most of the available becf was from
Jersey cattle. This beef was grass fed wsually and much more suit.
able for making a bowl of cream gravy than for serving as steak.
The advent of the pressure cooker made it more palatable for those
who owned ome.

President Roceevelt was forced to declare a national bank holi-
day lasting several weeks in 1932, in_attempting to bring order out
of fiscal chaos the banks were in, Owver the nation bhanks by the
thousands had folded leaving their depositors with ne resources. The
local bank was one of very few, nation wide, that was salvent. Some-
times to borrow §10.00, one had 1o have a co-signer.

The first hot-topped and paved roads made their appearance in
the early 1930°, In all of South Ellis County enly two or three miles
of the 0ld Kings Highway is still in use in 1979.

Dale Evans of radio, movie and later TV fame emerged to
national and international prominence as the epitome of family fare
entertainment by her personal exemplary life style as a mother and
Christian person. We must not fail to mention she was auther of the
book Angel Unaware which was widely acclaimed. Her marriage to
Roy Raﬁers of movie and singing fame was widely heralded. The
two of them still command the love and respect of people throughout
the world — and remain active in the entertainment world, Miss
Evans was born Francis Octavia Smith, the danghter of Mr. and Mra
Hillman Smith who spent a good many years of their lives here.

In the mid thirties an informal survey revealed only five salaried
workers in the town commanding a salary over $100.00 per month.

There were four soda fountains in the town then. They were the
informal gathering places for the people to pass the time of day. One
of them, the Candy Kitchen, was open in the evenings and offered
curk service if one would sound his homn,

.




. High schoal focball had been played for many years: however,
it emerged in popularity during this era as Italy won its first state
ehampionship.

Better roads and transportation phased out the remaining coun-
try echools and their stodentz were consolidated into the [._m-s.ent
syalem.

In 1936 the State of Texas celebrated its Centennial An niversary
and held an exhibition and celebration lasting several months in the
costly State Fair grounds rejuvenated for tlﬁa purpose,

The IIIIT News Herald of July 7, 1937, liged the following
i

bargains available locally:
Barbecue Sandwich 10¢
]'If:. 4 can of pincapple 26¢ for four
tHuce 16 per head
Coffee 1T per pound
%;rdlnrsl E!‘iic im- six cans
acaroni e for four 6 oz plgs.
Chicken dinner with dessert 35c F catBP o
Light bulbs M for twelve

I one sulfered from malaria germs, biliousness or a combina-
tion of thess great enemies of the southa local drug store offered a

tonie, carrying the producers own personal guarantee, to combat the
ravages of these disorders.

In the late 1930°s lialy became a tourist mecca. Visitors came
from far and wide ttﬁing to catch a glimpse of a giant serpent like
creature reported to be inhabiting the Mill Creek bottoms south of
Ital{l. Local people thought the repile to be of the same species as the
Loch Ness monster, The disappearance of several small children of
migratory families, who were picking cotton, was attributed 1o this
ereature. Sighting of his tracks reported in the news services jndi-
cated the serpent crossed the invisible wall in the same creek bottoms.

people came to view the invisible wall as well as the serpent.
These attractions were featured in the news media from coast to
const—and were updated from time to time in order to meet the
demand for news on these oddities.

Also attracting inquiries from as far away as California was the
reported colony of long tail rabbits on the hill runnin up and dawn
Chambers creck in the vicinity of the old Pleas Rollins' and Andy
Ward's. A California lady rabbit breeder inquired about getting some
breeding stock. As a result, tentative plans were made to exhibit and

sell a few of them at the Fr. Worth Fat Stock S
i aaly or Bt Sto ww, but they mmust

The 1940°s

The 40°s found the world in a state of fear and unrest, Germany
and Mussalini’s Italy were overrunning Europe country by country,
World War | was only twenty-two years behind us at the time, and
the nation had a premonition that prace was not for long.

The situation was deteriorating and President Roosevelt ealled
a number of National Guard divisions into federal zervice. On No-
vember 25, 1911, the local National Guard unit was mobilized,
along with the rest of the 36th Division, and was sent to Brown-
wood, Texas for combat training. Seventy-seven men were in the
local unit, which was the largest contingent in one group to be mobil-
ized, All the men were from Italy with the exception of about fifteen
from surrounding towns.

December 7, 1M1, saw the U, 5. plonged inte World War 11
by Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor and the Phillipines. Few able
bodied men escaped military duty.

lialy men were de d and zerved in the armed forces in
Alaska, Canada, leeland, England, Scotland, Ireland, Moroeco, Al
iers, Tunisia, Sicily, Italy, France, Germany, Austria, Rumania,
ﬁ-’nk: Island, Burma, China, Japan, the Philippines, Australia, New
Zealand, the Panama Canal, uns other places, including naval units
in the various seas and oceans. Fatalities were suffered and many dec-

orations earned by the local men.

O tember @, 1943, the first beachhead was estnblished in
Eu in Waorld War 11, at a cost of many allied and enemy casual-
ties. unit from thiz town had the distinction of making thiz his-
torie invasion. For some eight days the outcome of the invasion was
in doubt and in danger of becoming a calamity for the Allied Forees
—an much so, in fact, that President Roosevelt addressed the nation
by radio and asked for the prayers of the _pEl:lpIE to be with those at
Salerno, Italy, where the invazion occured,

Soon after war wos declared, industry began converting to the
manufacture of war materials. Many local people, including some
women of the community, went to work in aireraft, ship buildin
and other arsenal work. The women at home kept busy serving an
knitting for the Red Cross, and urging people to buy bonds and De-
fense pe. They also planted vietory gardens and canned surplus
fonds.

May 6, 1945, the news come that the war was officially over
in Europe. August 1, 1945, the world heard “Japan has surrendered
unconditionally.” People met in churches, parks, and public build-
ings to give thanks to God for the end of hostilities.

At the War's end the men coming back were not the same men




that left. They were older, much less naive, wiser in the ways of
the world, Many had acquired useful skills that were &dﬂptﬂ.h-]l'_ L
industry, trade, governmental and other occupations. They married,
created families, and often setthed where better job opportunities
awaited,

Many of these men. however, stayed in the community. They
wok advantage of improved roads and automabiles to commile (o
jobs in the metropolitan arcas only an hour or so away. This pat-
tern continues and hos resulted in Italy being a “bedroom city” af
much as an agricalural center. In this manner these familics take
advantage of :#n' virtues of peacelul, serene, small town atmosphere,
Now many of our city counter parts are migrating here in larges
numbers,

Ttaly first good neighbor Clean-up Day was May 27, 1947, All
stores closed, school closed for the day and the entire town was
cleaned. Even the MKT Railroad Station was painted white to cor-
respond with fronts of buildings in town. Governor Beauford Jester
and Mr, H. N, Warden, vice president of MKT Railroad attended
and ate lunch, on curb from buckets and boxes, prepared by Mrs.
Stroud.

The late 1940° marked the advent of television, along with the
advent of the automobile, electricity, all weather roads, and the radio.
The sociological impact was terrific. Television marked a change in
the social and family mores of the nation,

The Amerian Legion and jts Ladies Auxiliary, on November 10,
1946, bought the Windham building to be used as its headquarters
and as a place for community meetings, banquets and other func.
tions. Few in the community today have not attended a family re-
union, dinner, or other function there,

The Italy High School foothall team, the Gladiators, played a
ten game schedule and won their first championship., They went
through the season unbeaten, untied, and unscored upon, After only
six months under Director Chades [ Tunstall, the ﬂl‘ld won first
in the State Band Concert held in Waeo, Prior to this, Italy had had
only municipal bands of the "ﬂmnpﬁ]‘l" variety that plﬂ.jl’fﬂ up and
down the interurban system of North Texos,

Since the school was growing and improving, the Italy High
School gymnasiom was built in 1948. It was officially opened with
Milford and Forreston playing a basketball game.

In the same year the city of ltaly bought the waterworks, It was
formerly a privately owned enterprise, which for vears also manu
factured ice for this entire section of the county.

i



The 1950’

Within five years of the end of War 11 America was again in
War, The Korean War erupted in June, 1950, Numerous local men
served in this “limited engagement™ until its end in 1953, One of our
voung men paid with his life in this conflict that ended in a shaky
unresolved situation that was ta lnst for only a few years.

In the early 50's what is thought to be the first Negro Mayor
and City Council were elected with jurizdiction over the Negro see-
tion of the bown. Although their actions and recommendnions were
subject to approval by their white counterparts, this was a giant step
in race relationship and a success. John Farrow, g trucker, had the
single distinction of filling the post of mayor. Other duly elected
Blacks filled the City Council. e inauguration Ceremonics wWere
tedevised, radioed, and given nationwide coverage through the press.

So enccessful and harmonious wos this pioneer effort with all
people participating in local government that not one proposal or
suggrstion submitted by Mayor Farrow and his  council was ever
vetoed. This arrangement was brought 1o a conclusion in 1954 by
the Federal government’s belated action to end segregation.

Ebony Magazine sent a stafl of photographers and reporters to
cover the event. Five pictures were featured in Ebony showing Mayor
John Farrow with ]E&}'c-r Sam Green, the white and the black
city councils and the ety hall serving the Negro communiy.

In 1952 the 5. M. Dunlap Memorial Library, in operation since
1032, moved into its new $60.000 home, It still functions under the
able zervices of Mre. Rubine Ward who is entering her 44th year as

librarian. The library has some 7,000 literary works, The late 5. M.
Dunlap {1857-1924) was a banker and landowner and a man of
vision. His great love for this community was aptly expressed with

his gift. stock and real estate holdings assure perpetual opera-
tion. This library is only one of two fully endowed libraries in the
state.

1953 was the year Randall Corley created a memorial for the
soldiers who fought in the War between The States (1861-1864). He
commissioned a 622 pound bronee bell to be cast in Haolland.
Around the top was inscribed “The American Bell” and figures of
both Confederate and Union soldiers are shown on the =ides,

Mr. Corley built an unosual bell tower. The bell, placed in a
room ten feet off the ground, was reached by covered stairs. He also
built the mechanism for the bell which revolves instead of swings.

AL the time this was built, twelve veterans of the Civil War were
alive. As each died, the bell wolled twelve times. Since there are no
survivors today, the bell is silent.

In 1956 an Italy Industrial Foundation with 150 stock helders
was organized. Their efforts were paid off by the location here of
several enterprises, the first of which was the Barger Fabric Finish-
ers. (thers to come in were the Joseph Manufacturing Company;
MeConnell Tool and Machine, Inr.-_‘:aclgunler. Paper Products; Flint
Paint Products; and Jamieson’s Manufacturing Company. Several of
these firms, or suceessors, are still here! Many people are employed
by them, not only from ltaly but also from surrounding communi-
ties, thus lending greatly to the economic health of the area




The 1960’s

In 1961 Italy was hit by a tornado that did extensive damage
to some parts of town, People who heard it approaching thought at
first it might be a fast moving freight train on either the &GN or
the Katy, both of which were in operation at the time, All too quick-
lv, however, lights were out, as it went over and through the town
with a deafening noise. Furlul'liltP]f and miraculously, no ome was
killed or too serioualy injured. National TV coverage of the aftermath
went nation wide, Italy again came into the national limelight when
the offer of federal aid for rehabilitation and assistance was refused.
The American Red Cross set up its headquariers in the Legion
building for some days and was a source of assistance 1o numerous
peaple with home and buziness repairs.

The same year saw the construction of the present High School
building and the Stafford School, named in honor of Professor W. F.
Su_finri reviously cited for his contributions to the hundreds of
students who studied under him, In 1965 oor schools were integrated
harmoniously and were a pattern for other towns to follow,

Throaghout the 1960°s agricultural operations continaed to get
I.nlrger thereby displacing more and more of the rural population.
Livestock raising was on the increase and corn fields disappeared in
favor of maize that was more suited to the climate and had a better
financial return. Where there had been many ging handling thous-
ands and thousands of bales of cotion, only one is neccessary now.

— .

Due to a healthy economic situation in Italy the First State
Bank felt the need for a modern hanking facility. In September 1962,
an open house was held in the new building with Ttaly and people
from surrounding towns attending,

January 1963, found the United States Post Office operation in
a new building adjacent to the bank.

Horse and mule power vanished [rom the scene as well as bun-
dreds of migratory farm families, who came in to hdil;o-pjck coton
and harvest other crops, Their presence was always & w to local
tradesmen, Whereas the town had had some five doctors in 1920
only one remained in practice. Surprisingly the permanent population
during this period remained quite constant.

All of the 1960°s were nerve racking for the young who faced
the draft when they reached the age of eighteen, There was much
dissension over the Vietnam War and parents and children were
often divided over their loyalties. Fortunately, Italy was not the
seene of violence, The war which began in the 1960°s, continaed into
the 705 before public opinicn and the opposition of a tenacious
enemy made it futile to continue under the ground rules in existence,
Fifty-seven thousand American men and women gave their lives in
this conflict; One, David Henderson, was from Italy. The 1967 grad-
uation class erected and dedicated a flag pole and monument on the
foothall field in his memoery, He was one of the first black students
to enter the previously all.white high school. He was well liked and
highly n-garct\:l by all whe knew him.

Assisting in the dedication ceremonies was Hartley Edwards, the
1917 graduate whom we introduced earlier. Before a standing room
only crowd in the local Tootball stadium, Mr. Edwards delivered the
frosl hauntini‘ﬁf all funeral dirges-taps-in dedication to David Hen-
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derson and the following from this community who also gave their
lives in varions Wars:

Myrtis Cargll wWwl

Cecil Batte WWIl

John Gallman wWWIl

Earnest McBride WWI

Charlie Walter Windham wWWIl

Walter J. Windham WWII

Gussie Vey Walton Korean



The 1970’s

In April 1971 Dr. A, 0. Dykes retived after giving himzelf day
and/or night for forty-four years to the people of [taly and southern
reaches r-rlhn- county., Regardless of the weather, he made himself

available o countbess hundreds of this area. He was one of the last
of a dying breed—a family doctor who would make house calls
Somelimes he got paid in bulter, eggs, sausage, or other farm pro-
duce—sometimes in money—sometimes not ab all, The community
pathered and honored him with o retirement party at the local high
school. Friends came from far and wide. The news media gave the
event good coverage and the recognition that was =0 long in coming.

Rl P,

s e

To many whaose lile gpan covers the two decades, the years fol-
lowing the Vietnam War are reminiscent of the “Roaring Twenties.”
We are in the midst of the greatest period of prosperity and oppor-
tunity this community and nation have ever known. Newspaper ads
are appealing for workers, A college education is available to all whe
wish to pursue it. Televizsion has made the rural area residents as
urban as their counterpartzs in the cities, Conversely, our city coont.
erparts have pained equal insight into roral achievements. This is
attested by o burgeoning number of homes being built in this aren
for the many |'I1!'|.:|'l:l|‘.'ll.l|i|ill1 people who wish to become o part of a
slower, simpler type of life with which we, in the small towns and
countryzide, are blesed,

In adition to new homes, improvements have been made in the
business district. A modern medical center was built with facilities
for surgery patients with three rooms available for recovery, Many
buildings have been updated by the addition of modern lighting, new
glore frontz and awnings and newly decorated interiors adding a

fresh book,

The summer of 1978 found the youth of the community as well
as adults playing tennis on newly built courts furnished by the schio
and interested citizens, Tennis lessons were sponored by the Fort-
nightly Club in order that more might participate,

In the fall the high school team thrilled all as they played superb
foothall winning until they reached the semi-finals, During the games
and the halftime fans were entertained by the band, under the di-
rection of Mr, C. J. Perkins, and the attractive cheer leaders.

Italy’s first known resident 1o reach the age of 100 was Mr. Tl'-'i
K. Wallace, born October 29, 1878, He was honored at a reception
by members of the Park Preshyterian Church with friends and rela-
tives attending. On this occasion, he was awarded a plaque with the
inscription “W. R. Wallare one hundred years of dedicated serviee
to church, Tamily, and community,” These words very aptly describe
a wonderful person whose influence has reached many.

Another first for Dtaly was the arrival of a lady doctor in March
1979. Dr. Zenpida F. Robles opened the laly Medical Clinic for
patient= Monday, March 5. Wishing to welcome Dr. Robles to the
community, a reception was given in her honor Sunday, April 1, by
civic and fraternal organizations of the town

With reference to blesingz, let us not overlook the following
chorches available to one and all in the year 197%:

Central Baplist “First Baptist

Church of Christ First Christian

Church of God in Christ First United Methodist

Coming of the Christ Full Lacey Chapel Methodist
Gospel Holiness Mt Zion African

Epiphany Catholic Methodist

Faith Temple Fark Presbyterian

First Assembly of God Union Mission Baptist



As this hundred year History of Italy nears the conclusion may
we observe that time marches on. In 1879 it wok three days of
hardest travel to reach the Seate Capital. In 1979 people go to the

moon in the same time.

Those of us who have reviewed the hi of lialy, hope (if by
chance we are not here) that when Italy celebrates its 150th birth-
date in 2029, that this chronicle will be removed from the archives
for updating and perpetuation.

We leave you a rich heritage. May you profit in reviewing the
past and from its experience find encouragement and inspiration for
greater efforts and accomplishments
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;S;wmiard:
JOANMNA and JERRY RIDLEHUBER
and CHILDREM

JEAMETTE and ROMALD JAMEK
and BOYS

FLORELLE and ELGIN WILSON
ANN ROGERS
C. W. WOLAVER
SID, JAME and SHELLEY REEVES
LEO, LINDA and LANCE LOGAN
GEME, JO ANN, JOHNNY and AMY HIGDON
DONMNIE VIRGINIA and LISA WEAVER

BOB, VIVIAN, ANDREA, ALISON, JOEL
and JORDAN HUGGHINS

GWEMN, LEE and JASOM HARRIS
BEVERLY and DAN BATTE
LISA and DAMA
MELTA and LEOMARD HASTEN
EDMNA EARL and 5. H. (DOC) CAUTHEN
MRS. JOE V. WOOD
L. H. and MARGARET SMOTHERMAN
FREDMA, and ELMER ALLEN
POTSY and CHARLES McLAUGHLIN
EVIE NELL WARD OWEN and ALVIN OWEN
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‘ ROBERT E. SPARKMAN

SAMMY, JAN, STEPHEN, ALAN WOLAVER

MAURINE GALLMAN
City Secretary

FRANCES WINDHAM
LYNN, DIANE, SCOTT and STEPHEN LAWSON
JIMMY, ANN, JEFF and CHARLES HYLES
SAM and LOIS HELEN REEVES
MARGARET OLIPHANT and RICHARD THOMPSON
BILLIE TOM and PAULA HARRIS i
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ITALY DRY GOODS

In the Continuing Tradition
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of Fine Service

_ MILDRED McLEAN To ITALY
i JACK and ELAINE HARRIS . and
i=: LOUISE JOHMSOM | ;
- LUDIA F. ASTON § SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES

| ROBERT, CHERYL and CORTMNEY OWEN
;_ DAVID, JANICE and MATTHEW MAULDIN
H PAT and JOE BRADLEY

- GLADYS HOOVER

F ODELL and VESTAL THOMPSOMN KELLEY
JOHN, LINDA, STEPHANIE and SHELLEY GOODMAN
H LEE ROY JR., MARCIA and KIP FINLEY
i

.

;
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WARNDA and GEORGE SCOTT — Owners
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119 E. MAIN 5T. 483-6817

CHARLES, TERRY and TOBY ADAMS
RANDY and AMNGELA MUIRHEAD
SYDMNA STOVALL MOSLEY

KATHLEEN STOVALL HUDSON
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£ Home of WILENE and DUEL R. PRICE
i Lifetime Residents of
? Italy, Texas

One of the Older Homes in [taly

i--‘-\.-muliulrr"---rr_r_r_-_\-_u-r_l'!'_i: A
.........

Owner, JACKIE MILLER

H 214 East Main
i P. O. Drawer 460
H Phone (214) 483-6311

ITALY, TEXAS 76651

FARMER'S CO-OP GIN

FEED - SEED - FERTILIZER
VET SUPPLIES

E Clark Street 483-6381
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Mildred’'s Poodle Coiffure
GROOMING SUPPIES

Box 306, ltaly, Texas 76651
Phone 483-6972

BILL AND MILDRED GENTRY, Owners

:::::::::::
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MEHARG OIL and GAS CO.
DISTRIBUTOR OF TEXACO PRODUCTS i
4. E. (CORKY) MORGAN — Owner i
207 E. MAIN ST. 4836562 |

ltaly Dairy Inn

_ MRS, LILLIE SPEER gi
i Highway 77 483-6604 i
OES N |

| 0.1067
3 ltaly, Texas ;‘

WORTHY MATRON — DOROTHY ADAMS :
WORTHY PATRON — CHARLES ADAMS :
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ITALY HARDWARE

HARDWARE — SPORTING GOODS
TOYS — HOUSE WARES

E' Electrical and Plumbing Supplies

i Paint-Gifts-School Supplies

.E!

.5 116 E. Main 483-6356
E;-i-?r"

|:_'"2-_"_-"'~=~'-'5 -

18

| Italy Butane Service

i

El TOM AND MARY PORTERFIELD — Owners

H

[z

IEI 207 E. Main 483-6562
|
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Ronnie Hyles Home Supply

EEEEErrErTreasak

COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE AND SUPPLIES

112 E. Main St. 4836093 |

'MABLE’S BEAUTY SALON

Complete Professional

[
Beauty Service il
315 5. Ward 5t. taly
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 CARTER CAF

ALINE CARTER — Owner

114 E. Main  Iraly
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ITALY CONVALESCENT CENTER “
“FECARE™
24 Hour Nursing Care
Hospital Convalescants Welcome :
i

Medicare and Medicaid Approved
PEARL COMMOMS, Adm.

-

-

REEVES' PHARMACY

123 MAIN STREET
ITALY, TEXAS

&
a
3

SERVICE — CONVIEMCE — QUALITY
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FORTNIGHTLY CLUB
| 1902 -1979
H
! 77 Years of Cultural Dedication
i to the
i: Enrichment of the Community
H George Couch
[
- Insurance Agency
|
FIRE AND CASUALTY H
JOANNA RIDLEHUBER — Manager
i First State Bank Building
| 120 E Main Street 4836511 |
TS |

Dr. Ervin Byers
GENERAL DENTISTRY
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210 Main 5t. 483-6738

COMMON’S BARBER SHOP

111 W. Main 5t. 483-6313

[y T L

KATHLEEN and W. L. (Mutt) GALLMAN
LINDA and JOHN GALLMAN and KELLY COOFER
CELIA and JOE REEDER 111 H

and JOE REEDER IV H
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CARTER’S CLEANERS |

H

i 304 E. Main 5t. 483-6811
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COMPLIMENTS
of

|
\ Sheriff Barney Boyd and Wife Mary
|

P T T T T P

; SHERIFF OF ELLIS COUNTY 8
H
; |
ke singrinun !
§ .9 B Gl
i E
E COMPLIMENTS E
a. of
' i

~ Commissioner P. L. Rolins Jr
i and Wife Inez Rollins

; PRECINCT 3
E' ELLIS COUNTY
|?

o T LIID TrTIoIro
. WOLAVER and SONS FLORIST
i TEA KETTLE and SANDWICH SHOP
il AGATHA HALL WOLAVER, Owner |
B E. MAIN ST. 4836363 :
DOROTHY'S BEAUTY SALON |
i DOROTHY ADAMS, Owner '
111% E. Main St. 483-6839 |=
______ S MG
§ ELL "".‘f.'.?Tf!ﬂ'_‘"""“m—“—'zﬂ*ﬁiﬁ.il
| ITALY SEWING BASKET |
. FABRICS AND YARNS
SUSAN DAHL, Owner 5!
i' ANN WESTBROOK, Seamstress |i|
i i
BUDDY and GERTRUDE i
'| HAMLETT DILWORTH I;
i BOB, DIANE and GREG DILWORTH ‘J

lam
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i§: A Completely Endowed Institution

i Serving the People 'I|
' of H
|

=|f SOUTH ELLIS COUNTY Il
i H
; RUBINE WARD, Librarian 5
| E
| Trustees |
é JULIUS WILLIAMS WELDON JARRETT :
| CHARLENE PRICE I‘
EiWEm— FEEErrEETEEErEsEEREERRARS

§| |
I E
i -
. Italy Fertilizer Co.

!é FERTILIZER SEED CHEMICALS

, Wholesale and Retail

| Drawer 0, ltaly, Texas 76651

:= BOB PICKARD

S

| Office Phone:

; (214) 483-6004

E‘ Home Phone: Ii
! (214) 483-6973 ‘
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McCONNELL'’S The Book of Italy
FINE FURNISHINGS E '

i Since 1947 i Being a symposium of a Texas town

I: with something of its history and

| resent commercial importance.

|§' Zack and Elva Jo McConnell, Owners § i

.E . i Edited and Compilad by

!i 203 E. Main 483-6581 Everett Lloyd '

:
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ITALY,. TEXAS
8, ]!|I Dllﬂilp. Prealdent; K, G. Strowd, Active Vice-President;
Couch, ‘i"n:.-e-PruI.l:I..:nt K. G. Buckley, Cashier;
L. E. Eagan, Asat, Cashler.
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- T SR ; -. m First National Bank
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“A Store of Family Service"™
Established 1910 by J. I) Stovall

';Itnlf'a Only Department Store™

J. D. STOVALL

Everything to Wear for Everybody
Men, Women, Children
Dry Goods, Ready-to-Wear, Millinery, Shoes
Suits for Men and Boys

The Center of Italy's Shopping Activities. All the
Latest Styles in Women's and Children’s Apparel.

A store that has been a factor in the
growth and development of Ttaly, and
aceredited by many customers with
being the most desirable store in
Ellis County.

With a thorough understanding of local conditions,
modern methods and ample stock we offer to our
customers the best possible service, prices and
quality, combined with similar style offered by the
larger stores of Dallas and Waco.

The Store of Satisfied Customers

J. D. STOVALL

A Comfortable Place for Home People.
Ladies' Rest Eoom.
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THE BOOK OF ITALY

J. D 8TOVALL
iwier of Italy's large
e partment store

Established 110 By J. I, =stovall

Sectional view showing interior of J. I}, Stovall's department store,
Probably the most elaborate “small-town™ store in Texas.  The
boilding was built by BMr. Stovall and was specially desizoed for
gtore purposes. For lightigg effects and window izpliyse it iz ane of
the mtist misdern in the state
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Jeweler .
ITALY, TEXAS z

N. C. White & Co.

Dry Goods, Clothing, Shoes, Hats
and Millinery
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Italy, Texas

THE BOOK OF ITALY

Italy---Now and Then.
18791918,

Italy is prouder of her citizenship than any other local
agget, It has always been a town of excellent schools,
churches, civic cohesiveness, similarity of 1deas and morals
and those other essentials which enter into the making of a
“clean town."

One of the boasts of the place, or rather credits to its
citizenship 1% that the town has never had a saloon; and
with vnly one exception no serious crime has ever been coms=
mitted within the town limits. Considering that Italy is
approzimately 38 vears old this a record unequaled probably
by any other Texas town of similar age and population.
This is a tribute to the high moral standards of the city and
communily.

Originally known as “Houston Creek,”” Italy became a
town and assumed a place on the map in 1879, thongh several
pioneer families had located herea few years before that
time,  With the arrival of the Missouri, Kansas & Texas®
ratlroad Italy became a trading center of conziderable im-
portance and gradually attracted a bank, all kinds of stores
and a newspaper, depominational churches, schools, and
an oil mill, and soon ranked as one of the important
towns ol the county. The land near Italy was
valuable and was quickly settled by intelligent farmers and
wtockraisers, and large transactions in lands and farms were
of almost daily occurence, From #2550 an acre this same
land has advanced to $2150.00 and 317500 an acre, and little
of it is offered for sale even at this price,

The Italy of the pioneer days and the Ttaly of today are
in striking contrast. The crude frame store buildings have
given away to modern bricks; her famous black muddy roads
have been supplanted by paved streets and piked thorough-
fares; the “Huttermilk School House,” s0 named because of
the scarcity of paint it was whitewashed with buttermilk,
has gone the way of all man's first attempts to settle and
colonmize the wilderness, and 15 now or will soon be represent-
ed by two fine brick school buildings; the automobile has
relegated the old - plug horse and the gig 1o oblivion; the
dark and poorly lighted streets have made way for the elec-
tric lamp posts and electric signs; the Union Church House
had to go in order to make room for modern church buoild-
ings: the interurban has supplanted the railroad for pas-
senger purposes and made hiie in a small town a joy. Aside
from a few pioneer citizens Italy has little to remind the
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visitor of her early days. Rural free delivery mail service
has added value and pleasure to country life with the resalt
that comfortable country homes reflect the prosperity and
thrift of the people, and other improvements show the in-
crease in property values both in the town and country.
And with the material improvements have come civic pride,
town lovalty amd a h:gl_u_-r form of culture and citizenship.
The “good old days' seem as we look back over the years to
have been more enjoyable than the present time—but they
were not,  With all the comforts and conveniences of today
life is decieedly more interesting and worth living.

Italy is essentially a town of ¢ivic cohesiveness and
friendliness. This is parily due to the fact that the people
and citizenship are largely native born, with similar ideals
and tastes. The merchants and bankers of the fown today
were the clerks, book-keepers and store-boys of a few years
age. Those that remained on their jobs have prospered
wonderfully, and are now the leaders in the town's business
and social affairs. Whit George, Tom Lusk, J. D. Stovall,
Pat Martin, Will Jennings, Joe Goodwin, J. E. Cauthen,
Mit Richards, Joe Craig, Kose Stroad, Trav Windham, Iﬂhﬂ
and Bert Fuston, Stewart Freeman, T. E Moore, Jas.
Bracken, Arthur Crumley, Ector Wood, Jode Trammel, Wal-
ter Italrmnn H. and Eugene Martin, and many others are
practically “‘home boys," and if not born in [taly community
have spent the greater portion of their lives here. True,
gome of the first merchants left and some of them have suc-
ceeded in a big way—but many of them have failed, The
truth of the old saying about letting well alone justifies
itgelf in the case of these Italy boys, now turned men.
Without exception they have all been successful.

Of the Italy of today—the MNew [taly—much may be said
and greater things hoped for. It has all the advantages of
its city rival, vet retaining its rural atmosphers and sim-
plicity. [t is complete in itsell and its most prosperous days
are yet to come. It is a town with a future.

Newspapers of ltaly.

One of Italy's earliest acquisitions was a4 OEwWspaper.
Early in its history the town had three papers at the same
time—and later it had two, however the second rival was of
short duration,

The first paper was the Italy Sun, established by Eugene
Gordon in 1887, Mext came the Italy Mews, established
by the present postmaster, Colonel T, 8. Hamilton inm 1891,
Later, or rather in 1893, the Italy Herald was founded by
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T. B. Lusk who has weathered the storms of fat and lean
yvears and his paper is the sole surviver of the three. In
1898 the Italy MNews and the [taly Herald consolidated as the
Italy Mews-Herald and operated successfully by Messrs,
Hamilton & Lusk until Colonel Hamilton's retirement a few
FEATS EpFo.

The last advent into the local newspaper field was the
Italy Surpriser established by Whitley Eeed in 1905, but was
discontinued after a brief existance, leaving the News-Herald
the only local newspaper, and probably one of the most suc-
cessful weekly papers in the stage.

—

Some Institution Italy Needs and Would Support.

A modern Steam Laundry.

A Public Auditorium and Theatre,
A Public Library,

A Modern Hotel and Sanitarium,
A Cotton Mill and Owverall Factory.
A General Land and Abstract Office,
One Dateopath Physician.

One Wholesale Grocery Firm.

One Flour Mall.

Une Publhic Park and Playground.
A Mew High school.

A Municipal Abattoir.
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Write for Further Information.

Italy does not claim to be built on the original site of
the Garden of Eden, but it is located in the greatest cotion
producing county in the world, Ellis county having the dis-
tinction of having successively produced more than 150,000
bales for many years.

Meither is Italy a one-man nor a one firm town. No one
interest dominates 1t,. One man has as much chance to suc-
ceed as another; 5o if youo are looking for a location for a
store or factory, write to any business man or bank men-
tioned in this book. If they think you will make a success
they will tell you so frankly, because they are all boosters
and all honest. Italy has enough desirable business open-
ings without resorting to misrepresentation.
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OLDEST DRY GOODS STORE IN ITALY
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~ J. G. GOODWIN & CO.

" Dry Goods and Clothing

Ladies’ and Gents’ Furnishings

| I. G. Goodwin, Manager ITALY,. TEXAS
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SMITH-W00D HARDWARE CO.
HARDWARE AND FURNITURE

Buggies, Wagons, Implements

Italv, Texas
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| STONE & BROOKS
!E, Dry Goods, Shoes, Hats, E
'E: Furnishings, Etc. .-

!: Telephone 21 Italy, Texas
1%
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g J, A, Trammel (3. Doyvle Cole

| TRAMMEL & COLE

GROCERIES
FLOUR - COFFEE

{Juality and Service combine to make our store the un-
surpassed institution of its kind in Italy.

To insure perfect condition of perishable goods and

: 3 b
absolute cleanliness we have Ln*::lt_t”el‘l a large ““Fort
Smith' Refrigerator—the only one in town,

CHir customers are responsible for the statement that
we have the most desirable store i Ltaly.

TRAMMEL & COLE

Service—{uality Phone 41 Immediate Delivery
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Special Italy Advantages.

A town of churches and excellent school,
Unexcelled cotton, grain and livestock market.
Inexhavstible supply of arfesian water.

Two ratlroads and Dnllas-Waco Interurban,
Compress, 01l mill and foor gins.

Two banks and modern stores,

WVolunteer fire department amd low tax amd insurance
rate,

All principal fraternal orgamizations,

Paved streets and piked roadways in all directions.
Mo saloons and progressive citizenship.

Ideal climate and low mortality rate,

Tdeal conditions and profitable wages for working peo-
ple.

An w - bo-clan b wl;'q"lth,' newspkIper.

Market for farm produocts.

Almost total absence of crime.

Large proportion of population are home owners,
Superior medical talent and sanitarium facilities,
Prompt mail, express and freight service.
Telegraph and cable stations.

Excellent band and free concerts,

Cotton Exchange with complete markel reports.
Progressive city administration and officials.

Chuick access to Dallas, Ft. Worth, Waco, Austin, Hous-
ton, (zalveston and all wholesale and distributing centers.

Modern lighting, water and sewer systems.
Electric power supplied by Texas Power & Light Co.
Modern ice factory.
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Joe Mankovsky
i Dry Goods, Clothing and Shoes

i% Ladies’ and Gents Furnishings

ITALY, TEXAS

JESSE M. PARKER

Real Estate
INSURANCE

ITALY, TEXAS

THE BOOK OF ITALY

; Dr. W. Marion Jenkins |
i Dr. F. H. Jenkins

l: Physicians and Surgeons

|

H :
: ITALY, TEXAS E
| "
' 1
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The Italy Cotton Exchange

Solicits Your Patronage

(rleans and can give you the best of ser-
vice, Special price to planters 2500 per

We have a direct cotton wire with New |
month, payable in advance. |

.a |
i

‘|| Telephone 226 ITALY, TEXAS ;
s T T E————
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Pat Martin Co.

“I'he Store Beautiful”

' J LA sl Ll L

rv Goods
[.adies’ Ready-to-Wear
Clothing

The unrivaled store of its kind in Italy
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The variety of our stock
and our liberal policy
and prices combine to
make our establishment
one of the most desirable
in Ellis County.,
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“First” in Italy.
Robert C. Aycock was the first postmaster and served
for 17 years,
The first store was operated by Aycock Brothers,

The first drug store was established by . W, Hamlett
and H. ¥. Douglass.

The first dry goods store was owned by J. Van Clark.

The second dry gpoods store was operated by Couch
Bros. & Hamlett.

The first school was known as ““The Buttermilk School
House," one of the first teachers being A, J. Loyd,

The town proper was established in 1879, C. 3. Cridell
being the first Mayor,

The first gin was built by Steve Bassinger and Sam
Cauthen in 1878,

Dr. A. J. Jennings was the first doctor to locate in Italy.
Land at that time was selling for 25,50 an acre.

Among the first settlers were Elisha Richards, J. M.
Hardeman, J. P. Williams, Eev. John Douglas.

The first chorch was established by the Presbyterians.
Dr. J. C. Colley was the second physician to locate here,
The second school of any importance was the South-
western Mormal College, founded by Professor H. 8. Par-

sons.  About the same time Professor Alexander Holt estabe
lished an excellent school at South Italy.

The name ‘‘Italy’” was suggested by the Postoffice De-
partment at Washington. Up to this time the little village
had been known as " Houston Creek.™

The first bank was established by J. ¥an Clark and 3.
M. Dunlap.

The first newspaper, the Italy Sun, was established by
Eugene Gordon, in 1887,

The first racket store was operated by J. D Stovall.

The first minister in the city was the BEev. John Doug-
lass.

The first automobile bronght to Ttaly was owned by
Commissioner Tom McWhirter.
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Cauthen & Richards

E Staple and Fancy Groceries
f§
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AND FEED STUFF
I

Free and Prompt Delivery Telephone No. 111
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The New Elk Theatre

Under New Management

We Show Only High Class Pictures

Cater to Women and Children

5 1
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.;‘ Lewis Variety Store §
Il
L]
L] L]
- 1 - . .
ik We carry in steck practically every article nsed om |
i the farm or in the home and can save you money ]
Dl EVETYy 5|1|r-.':||.'|-.|-. :
4
COur store embodies all the desicable features of A :
Variely Store, combdned with the money-saving ¥
element of the most succesaful five and ten cent E

eatahlishments,
{irs isa store where any of the thousands of nseful
howaeold artacles inay bhe hought Tor leas,

The store is new; the stock new and complete; and
wa will do our bhest to serve the people of [taly
amd community

Lewis Variety Store

{'Ihe only one of lts kind in town) ITALY, TEXAS
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Colonel T. 5. Hamilton PAT MARTIN
Poatmaster, and for many Progressive Merchant
voears the town's foremost andl town haaster

editar.
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Railroad Timetables for Italy.

M. K. & T.
NORTH BOUNTL S0 FH BOURND,
Mo b8 .. ... e "M E.m MNO.Y ... ... TOERE &
Mo, 1|r ....... b p.om. MNo.o 5. o 26 p.m.

Mos. 5 and I.II stop for passengers r||.r|‘||| of Dallax
and south of Waco,

I. & G. N.
NOERTH RoaTHI. SOIITH BOU N D.

1.[ W SRR, = - T L RN L TR " L R
Nao. 16.... 1 codda me Mo, AT cvomocodeiatiedl p. m.
INTERUREAN TIME TARLE.

WORETH BOTTMI. SOUTH ROUNT. F
Cars arrive at Italy going Cars arrive at [taly poing

morth at T:12, 8:301, 9:12, 10:3]1 south at G:5% %14, B:59, 10:14
and 11:12 a. m. and 12:31, 1:12 and 1059 a. m. and 12Z:14.
231, 3:12, 4:31, S5:12, 6:31, 12:59. 2:14, 2:5% 4:14, 4:50,
7:12, %:12 and 11:12 p. m. 614, 6:59, S:5% and 1LSY p. m.

PRECINCT OFFICIALS.

Tustice of the Peace, Precinct Mo, 8—J. B, Cheatham.
Constable, Precinct No. 5—W. H. Horton.
Copnty Commissioner, Prect. 3—Tom McWhirter, Italy.

LODGE DIRECTORY.

Opp Ferrows—Italy Lodge Moo 375 L O 0. F. meets
every Friday might. V. A. Nowell, N, {z.; J. (z. Goodwin,
Hecretary.

Masows—Italy Luddge Mo, 647 A, F. and A. M. meets
Tharsday night on or before cach full moon. M. E. Hall,
W, M.: Herman Parker, Secretary,

WoonMENR oF THE WorLn— [taly Camp No, 181, Woeod-
men of the World, meets on first Toesday night i each
month., Robt. H. Batte, G, C.; J. M. Kichards, Clerk.

Eeprgans—Italy Hebekah Lodge Moo 210 meets the
first and third Saturday afterncon at 2:30 at Woodmen Hall.
Miss Victe Murray, M. (.3 Miss Jessie Cummings, Secretary,

WoonsMEN CIecLE—Crescent Grove Mo, 95 meets second
and fourth Saturday aftermoon at 2:30 o'clock at Woodmen
Hall. Mrs. Ella Commings, Guardian; Mrs. Roxie Parker.
Clerk.

THE BOOR OF ITALY

W A (‘RUMLEY
DRUGGIST

“The Free Lance™

5
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Interior of W. A, Cmmley’s Drug Store

Superior Service, Sanitary Conditions and
Equipment combine to make this establish-
ment all that a Drug Store should be.

Un the cormer—All Interurban Cars pass the store.
Make it yoor headguarters,
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E. P. Waofford, President W. K. McCuollough, Vice-Pres, !
5, [}, KReed, Galveston, Chairman of the Board
Whit George, Treasurer
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The Italy Compress Co.

Bush Wofford, Sec'y and Mgr.
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Texas Power & Light Co.

The City of [taly 15 fortunate in being on one of the
main electric power transmission lines of the Texas [Mower
& Light Company, by means of a local transforming station.
Continusus 24 hour service is rendered, and in this way the
citizens of Italy get as good electric light and power service
as any large ciiy in the country.

Besides the large number of lighting customers which
the Company has, there are also quite a anmber of the local
industries using electric power, among which are the Italy
(il Mill, which has a total of 83 horse power in motors in-
gtalled, The Farmers Union Gin Company which has a
total of 110 horse power in motors installed. The Italy Gin
Company which has a total of 83 horse power in motors in-
stalled, and the Italy Seed & Fuoel Company which has a
total of 15 horse power in motors installed. Several of the
ging also use electric motor driven unloading fans, in order
to give their customers prompt service,

At the present time the Company 1z doing quite a lot of
work locally in connection with their electric range cam-
paign. This campaign was only started during the first
of the year, but, nevertheless, quite a number of families in
Italy are now doing their cooking electrically.

The unfailing courtesy of the employvees of this Com-
pany has won the good will of the people of Italy, who feel
that the Texas Power & Light Company is an asset to oar
town.
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P. L. ROLLINS

Wholesale anl Reiail Tealer in

% MULES
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ITALY
COTTON OIL
COMPANY
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OF ITALY, TEXAS
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The First Christian Church.

The First Christian Church of Ltaly, as a congregation
was organized at [taly about the year 1800, having moved
its membership from South Ttalv, While the beginning of
this congregation would properly date back about 1873, and
held 1ts mevtings amnd services in the old community  schoeol
house known as — The Buttermilk Schoal House™ which wis
used for school purposes, and also by all the different
churches to hold services, And when the South Ttaly
acheol house was built the Christian Church held 1ts servi-
ces at South Dtaly, until moving to Italy proper,

The present church building was built abour 1592, and
has gince heen known as the First Chrstian Church of [taly.

The present pastor is E. [0 Hamner, who preaches three
Sundays in each month and also Sunday nighs,

The church has a good Sunday School which meets
cvery Sunday morning at 10 o'clock.
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Staple and Fancy Groceeries
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§m—"M”‘TWT’F Who's Who in Ttaly—and Why.

“He Profits Most Who Serves Best™

“(Give the world the best you have
and the best will come back to you™

The First National Bank, organized in 1891 as a private
bank by J, Van Clark and 5, M. Dunlap; natiooalized in
1901 as the First Mational Bank with a capital of 335 000,00,
since increased to 250,000.00, and added surpluos of S50, 000, (K,
Officers—3., M. Dunlap, President; K, G. Stroud, Active V-
President; K. (3. Buckley, Cashier.

The Farmers State Bank, organized in 1907 by Whit
George and T. E. Moore: capital $35000.00; surplas 313.-
500, ; undivided profits 324,913,001, Officers— W hit George,
Peesident: Sam McCord, Cashier; Jas. Bracken, Asst. Cashier.

I. V. Wood & Bro., lnmbermen; pieneer lumber firm of
Italy to remain in continuous existence and under same
ownership. Yards at Italy, Milford, Mavpearl, Itasca,
Royee City. Members of firm—J. ¥. Wood, Milford; P. E.
Wood, Italy.

I I Stovall, dry goods: finest store im Italy. J. I.
Stovall, sole proprietor. Has had many years successful
business experience in [taly.

Hosford & Wilson, druggist; owners of City Drug Store,
one of the town's aldest and most successful business firms,
doing general drug and book business. Members of firm—
Guy Hosford and S, . Wilson., Headquarters for many
members of medical fraternity, including Doctors Chas. and
F. H. Carlisle, De. J. B, J. Gilliam and Dr. L. B. Roebuck.

Dr. B. L. Hall, A. B., M. .. physician and surgeon;
born near Jacksonville, Texas, 1847; A. B., degree Summer
Hill College. 1889, Superintendent Kaufman Public Schools,
1591-492; rraduated Kentucky School of Medicine, Louwisville,
Ky.: post praduate Mew Orleans Polyclinic; Washington
University, 5t. Louis; Mew York Polyclinic, Mew York;
Rush Medical College, Chicago, Specializes in surgery and
mmnw.m-: anplrirl_-. equipped BSanitarium and operating
reoms in connection with offices in Interurban building.
Member Masons, Woodmen, Odd Fellows, Methodist Church.

M. C. White, dry goods merchant and cotton factor; suc-
cessor to Levy Bros,, pioneer Italy merchants.
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INTERIORE JENKING DEUG COMPANY

This Institution is Organized, Equipped and
Trained for Efficient Busines

THE JENKINS DRUG COMPANY

In Business For Your Health The Jenkins Drag Company, while a comparatively new

firm in point of actual years bosiness in Italy, has Dbuilt up
AT an extensive business by careful methods and consideration
of the public needs; probably has the largest drug bosiness

Chmee
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of any local firm. Active workers of firm—C. L. Jenkins,
General Manager; G. C. Bruner, Prescriptionist; Walter Up-
church, Fountain Manager, (Mfices, operating rooms and
sanitarium of Doctors W, M, and F. H. Jenkins, prominent
local surgeons and physicians.

Joe Mankovaky, dry goods merchant and cotton boyer;
carries complete line of dry goods, clothing, shoes and ladies’
riead y-to-wear,

John A. Stockton, owner of Italy Candy Kitchen, manu-
facturers of candies and confections; only exclusive firm of
the kind im Italy and the popular -resort of wsomen and
children. Laocated in the P, E. Wood buoilding between In-
terurban Station and J. [, Stovall’s store,

The Farmers Dy Goods Company, one of Italy’s new-
eat dry goods establishments careving a general line. Locat-
e in building formerly occupied by Emil Hamlett,

McLavughlin Market, I W. McLawghlin, Proprietor;
only market in [taly and one of the best equipped and most
sanitary in the state. Government inspected meats and
packing house products handled.

J. H. Craig, Jeweler, Optician and Diamond expert;
affices and show rooms in City Drag Store; exclugive dealer
Fdison Phonographs.

Smith-Wood Hardware Company, dealers in hardware,
cutlery, glassware, farm implements and furniture. Mem-
bers of firm—Eoy Wood and Hillman Smith,

1. G, Goodwin & Co., dey goods and clothing; Joe G.
Goodwin, General Manager; one of [taly's most successful
dry goods firms.

J. W, White, groceryman and produce dealer; successor
to A, M. Sherbet,

Pat Martin Company, known as the “'neatest store in
pown'™: carries full line of Ewveryvthing to Wear, A store
that attracts business to Ttaly from many parts of the county.

Dir. Stewart Freeman, soft-petal the "D’ title and
acceftuate fire and hife insurance—in fact, bear down on
this., Loog Italy's most unique character; a retired doctor
who has graduated into the class of “‘countey gentleman,”
{Mlice—Farmers State Hank.

Eugene Martin, contractor, builder of Ttaly's finest bank

THE BOOK OF ITALY

and office building—the Farmers State Bank,. and his own
home—two distinet credits to the town. Buoilder of nearly
all the brick buildings in Italy,

5. T. Hall, groceryman, successor to Kadican & Hall;s
headguarters for farmers, Extensive dealers in farm pro-
duce as well as groceries and feed siuffs.

Beid & MceCullough, cotton buyers; largest operators in
Italy market, handling several thousand bales annually.
General offices in Galveston, with branches and direct con-
nections with Liverpool, New Orleans and Mew York. Local
members and representatives of firm—W. K. McCullough
and M. L. Huey. A firm well known throughout the coun-
iry for fair dealing and top prices.

L. V. Reeder, operator and owner of Italy's largest
garage and service station; agent for the famous Helly
Springfield tires, automobile paris and accessories,

Italy Cotton Oil Company, manufacturers of cotton seed
oil products, meal and holls—the best friend the farmers
have, and the town's biggest industrial asset. Owned and
operated largely by home people for the benefit of farmers.
W. C. Hobbs, General Manager.

William Cameron & Co., Inc., lumber and paint dealers;
largest concern of it kind in the South and probably the
greatest home-builders in Texas. Soccessors to H. C.
Mitchell. A firm that Italy i3 proud of, W, E. Farmer,
Local Manager.

Italy Bottling Works, manufacturers of ice cream, bot-
tled goods, soft drinks of all kinds, and exclusive agents for
Beva, An Italy institution that started in & small way and
has made a great success.  Supplies a dozen towns mear
Italy with soft drinks and bottled goods, Owned exclusively
by home people. Whit George, President; Boy Wimberly,
General Manager,

Italy Cotton Exchange, Will M., Wilson, owner and man-
ager; the one institution that has probably done more fo
make Italy a cotton market of the first-class than any other;
market quotations furnished hoarly to local buyers and farm-
ers from all the principal markets of the world.

W. I, Bateman, pioneer aptomobile agent and King of
Ford Dealers; has probably sold as many Ford cars as any
salesman in Texas, and still unable to fill orders; operates a
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modern service station and obeys the Sunday law. Carries
in stock a complete line of everything a car owner needs,

W. A, Crumley, "“the free lance druggist” believes in
piving people what they pay for. Sole owner of store and
building and is one of the individual business and profes-
sional successes of Italy, Hobbies—cleanliness, accuracy,
courtesy. Believes a store should reflect the conscience amd
personality of the owner.

Lewizs Wariety Store, an institution combining the
Kress, Woolworth, and Duke-Ayres ideas of the five and ten
cent store, where anything to be used in the home may be
purchased at a saving. The only firm of the kind in Italy
atd one that will conserve the bankroll. An emporium of
useful things.

Trammell & Cole, “‘the Grocery So Different;” a store
in name and fact; one that conforms to city ideas and is all
that a procery store should be; caters to city and country
folks alike and always tries to give the BEST for the
money, The slogan of this firm is to give the customer the
“long end’” of the deal.

The Italy Mill, dealers in wood, meal, charcoal, fuel of
all kinds. Sopplies a distinct need. E. F. Underwood,
Proprietor.

Cauthen & Richards, the town's biggest grocery store
and probably the largest mercantile establishment; buys im
wholesale lots and operates on the same scale. Owned by
two native sons who have lived here always—J. M. Richards
and J. E. Cauthen, uncle and nephew,

Hisz Honor the Mayor, Jesse M. Parker, real estate,
farms, loans, insurance; besides being the head of the city
government, For many years principal of the city schools
and helped to start many youths on the right track. Advo-
cate of a new school building. a strict adherence to all city
ordinances and generally regarded as one of the City Fath-
ers—in all respecis one of our best citizens.

Edwards & Janes, grocery merchants amd provisioners
who have built up a substantial business among all classes,
While not attempting to *"Hooverize™ the local grocery bus-
iness, they believe that a dollar can be made to give a fine
account of itself if properly spent—that is, with Edwards &
Janes,

W. W. Taylor, pioneer plumber and “trouble man®™ for
the townd, expert wind-mill repairer amd “‘fixer” who has
wittessed the blow-up of numerous competitors—believes in
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being on the job, and that the public will some day see
things hiz way. Installed the first bathtub in Italy, a dis-
tinmction in itself.

[taly Compress Company. Bush Wofford, General Man-
ager; an ingtitution Italy badly needed and was a long time
in getting and has a hard time keeping on account of fire.
Has improved each year to better handle the large volume of
cotton concentrated in Iialy, Amn important factor in pro-
moting the cotton business generally.

T. W. Windham, furniture, and the only wndertaker in
town; utilizes more floor space than any other merchant in
town and has a volume of business running into the thou-
sands; operates an electric shoe repair shop in connection,

C. H. Abbott, jeweler and watch repairer atd an expert
in hiz line; shop and show rooms at the Jenkins Drug Co.
Has fine line of jewelry and gifts in stock at all times,

The Cottage Hotel, B. H. Harris, Proprietor; a $2.00
American plan hotel conveniently located for the traveling
public,

Wolaver & Green, ginners, cotton and seed buyers; old=
est gin in Italy—here since the town started. J. T. Wolaver
and T. J. Green owners. One of the few institutions to re-
main in continuous exisience since before Italy became a
town,

Carlisle Brothers, Doctors F. L. and Chas., two members
of the medical profession who have been a part of the town
for many yvears and shared in its success and improvement.
It general practice. {Mfices and library in the First National
Bank Building.

The Farmers Union Gin Company, organized, owned
and operated by a large number of representative farmers
atid business men; is a cooperative concern and has been a
big success from the start,  Jodie E. Whitt is the manager
and an anthority on the ginning and cotton industry.

Doctors Jenkins & Jenkins, F. H. and W. M., with
offices and sanitarium at the Jenkins Drug Company; gradu-
ates of Vanderbilt and Grant universities; memberz of all
the medical associations and societies, and leaders in the
Ellis County Medical Association, Dre. F. H. Jenkins being
president.

Horace Gilliam, transfer and expressman, operating au-
tomobile trucks and express wagon; supplied a need on the
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part of the business men at the right time and had the fore-
sight to see it. Saves time and money for everybody, in-
cluding himself.

Hope Martin, tailor, special representative of the Inter-
national Tailoring Company; operates a de luxe cleaning
and pressing parlor in connection with his tailoring deparg-
ment.

The Elk Theatre, a motion picture play-house of the
first-class; modern and fire-proof; shows only educational
and approved featnres.

P. L. Rollins, wholesale and retail mule and horse
buyer; highest prices paid for superior stock. A good man
for the farmers to get acquainted with,

I, A. Carson, cleaning and pressing emporium; French
drp=cleaning and dyeing; hats reh]n:ke_:l.. E_le,u;':mt line of
fall and winter suit patterns, fit and satisfaction guaranteed,

J. F. Price, groceryman; has the distinction of being the
oldest merchant in Italy from the standpoint of continuous
years in bosiness. With one exception, has the largest
grocery business in Italy. Has prospered because of legiti-
mate and fair methods. Will buy anything that is produced
on the farm,

Fuston Brothers, Bert and John, Cotton Factors and ex-
porters, who have come up from the ranks of farmer boys
and made a success dealing in cotton; largest individoal
operators on the local exchange.

Dr. G. A. Stowe, Dentist; graduate of Bethel College,
Russellville, Ky., and University of Penngylvania, class of
"i7: located io Italy in 1912, Member Masons, and Baptist
Church.

Rev. A. E. Findley, pastor Church of Christ; graduvate
of Gunter College and Mashville Bible College. Address,
Wichita Falls, Texas.

Italy Sanitary Bakery, John Enser, Proprietor. Mr.
Enser recently moved from Ennis and is an experienced and
siiccessful baker. His new establishment in Italy is one of
the most modern and sanitary in the county.

1. 8. Gardner, the only exclusive produce dealer in Italy
and the friend of the farmer. His business is one that the

THE BOOK OF ITALY

town has long needed and deserves 1o succesd. He pays the
highest cagh price for everything grown on the farm.

Jim W. Johnson, long the town's best known tailor.

A, . Bimpson, who has the distisnction of running the
smallest store in Italy, but one of the busiest. His place is
a fruit and lunch counter where all kinds of hot “‘eats™ are
served in a jiffy dav or mighi. He carries a fine stock of
fruit., candies and cold drinks as a side-line. His maotto is
“I feed the people.”

H. M. Freeman, expert auto top maker and painter, who
iz a top-noicher in his line, His place and business have
grown 0 rapidly that it looks like a minature automobile
faciory. He builds tops to order and can paint and trim
any kind of vehicle,

Dr. William Edward Hergman, dentist; born Moscow,
Texas, 1888; educated Southwestern College of Dentistry,
Chicago; and Texas Dental College, Houston, class of 14900
located in Italy Movember, 1917; member Masons, Woodmen.
Affiliates with Presbyterian Church., fice, Farmers State
Bank Building. Ofice Hours, Anytime,

HOME OF &. M. DUNLAPF
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Becently completed Hanking House of the
Farmers State Bank, Italy, Texas
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. Italy Candy Kitchen

MANUFACTURER OF

AR rEEEREERE TR

Fine Candy, Pure Ice Cream, Salted Peanuts

L
L]
L
Italy Candy Kitchen, ln the PP, E. Wood Bnilding :“I
5

J. A. STOCKTON, Prop. |

ITALY, TEXAS :‘

I Cigars, Cigarettes, Tobaccos, Fruits !
:
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Home of Dr. Will Jenkins
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J. A. CARSON

Cleaning and Pressing

FRENCH DRY CLEANING—HATS REBLOCKED

TR

ITALY, TEXAS

Immﬂ‘mm—i.m.---m..-- uw-mlﬂ'm
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| e aABBOTT |
5 Jeweler---Repairs
:

E All Work Guaranteed ITALY, TEXAS I
ILGh—..m..;..._.ai..im:m'ﬁ..-.lu-"mﬂ"m"i

HOPE MARTIN

Frrrrrrrsssrrsrrrrees;

.—_

THE TAILOR II

Representing
International Tailoring Co. ITALY, TEXAS

| “Ital} e

Fresh Milk, Cream, Butter, and Butter Milk delivered
daily to your door, Everything as sanitary

ag it is possible to have them.
Henry McKinney, Manager

FEEEEERT TR EEERREEEES m_.....-..."..mn---m---mlﬂliiimmniiﬂ

T P P T TT ]

REEDER GARAGE

Automobile Accessories and Repairs
Blacksmithing and Horseshoeing

crrrEEEEREEETEErEEESEES

DEALERES IN JUNK ITALY, TEXAB

ﬁLn"u"u.jij,m.m.uumj
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f v DR G STOWE,. z‘
; DENTIST I
E Office over First MNational Bank §|
ITALY., TEXAS El
s -'---'mﬁ'—.—.—..-.-ﬁe-:z-_-ﬂ-:ﬁ-.-m-—-----m-—-----mm-mma;
e i e P T T Lt L
: H. GILLIAM ;
: DRAYMAN :
| r
: Telephome 200 ITALY, TEXAS

; A. G SIMPSON !

Lunech and Fruit Stand

I Candies, Cddlhnkundﬂmhndﬂmedmshnﬂmﬂm

Fish, U}rsters Game ltal:.r, Texas |

H. M. FREEMAN |

Auto Top Maker, Painter and Repair Work §|

Auto tops and bugey tops built to order,
trimmed amd painted,

' Satisfaction Guaranteed ITALY, TEXAS |
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DEALEERS IN

{ EDWARDS&JANES -]
- \

: Staple and Fancy Groceries H

Fruits and Vegetables i
l, ITALY < il TEXAS J.
E;Tu_ﬁm_mﬁ iiiiiiiii u_iiii-tﬂlmmlim iiiiiiiiiiii 1\i
ﬂ.wimm—-iiﬂiiﬂim-m‘""'Im-“liil

. COTTAGE HOTEL |

AMERICAN PLAN  §2.00 A DAY |

|!
R. H. Harris, Prop. Italy, Texas ';I

—,,,.m...,,..,,.—-n—"n..m;;;;}"—...m---MiiirE—mnl

i Williams Bros. Feed and Grain Store
= Only Exclusive Feed and Grain i
E- Establishment in Italy :

¥ We can sell you Oats, Corn, Hay, Bran, Seed Oats and El
| Wheat at lowest prices because we are wholes: e buyers. g
L]

|§i HEADQUARTERS FOR FARMERS AND STOCKMEN. .....s|

E Mnlﬁnme Amusement and Rer.'mlllm for the Business Man |}

Palace Pocket Billiard Hall §|

C. J. YOUMNG, Prop.

Cigars---Candies

L]
Spend a plessant hoar during the husiness lull or noos hosr in e friendly game E
| which combimes the fimest physseal exercise with mental relaxation.

i! Ni Interruptions Aresnrt for gentlemen”  No l.mnl Tulkmg

L PP P P

FErEEEEERrEsESS
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!““_RLHALI M i

Physician and Surgeon

Office over Interurban Station
Telephone 232 ITALY, TEXAS

| ITALY WOOD YARD

R. F. Underwood, Prop.

All Kinds Fuel Wood

" WHIT GEORGE |

| INSURANCE !
: and NOTARY PUBLIC

E Office in Farmers State Bank Ita]y, Texas ||

| DR.J.B.J. GILLIAM |
?

E
i

Physician and Surgeon

Office First Mational Bank Bldg. ITALY, ']‘1-!_‘{&1-‘5. i

------p-.r\.l_-\.lJJ-rmJ-rr'rri-\.l-\.lJ----m--rrm--liiiimdlimliir

THE BOOK OF ITALY

'* W. JOHNSON
ILOR AND CLOTHIER !’

Dyeing and Pressing 3|

Representing E!

sl A, L. Singer Tailoring Co, ITALY, TEXAS E

IAETT\.\"W-_ R ---_-.r\.:.l-\n_-_---m ----- '\.\.;\.-_li

E HERDWERE, FURNITURE I

IMPLEMENTS H

=| LEATHER GOODS  ITALY, TEXAS  UNDERTAKERS |} _EI

Eg_mm?mﬁr T AT EEAASE S S EEA S . Tl I_lﬂfi

| EUGENE MARTIN |

§ BRICK CONTRACTOR }

H

] ITALY, TEXAS |

‘Lml_ﬁm";':"mT4@-==m ----- . -e-*mm;

Tanks lJWIﬂﬂﬂh“ﬂ- s o Pumps and I‘[]mg_i

i

‘ W. W. TAYLOR
E Tinner and Plumber

=| Repair Work of All Kinds
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|
Cash Grocery 3
i Free Delivery Italy, Texas  Telephone No. IH,J
.....:.m;:...m;-%;;;ﬁ-r“mimliimlri
5 Dr. William Edward Burgman E;
i DENTIST i
% Office Hours Anytime Farmers State Bank Hldg. IE
im"—mriﬂllmg-_w_-zrriiﬂlwl-}r-_jl
. ..;:;mm?-- P e e e e P T T L e e r rr LT L |

oday--Fruits Vegetables and Produce i

0 , Pears, Grapes, Okra, Beans,
%k?‘m.rﬂe , Potatoes, Cabbage, Onions

FRESH H’DME MADE CANDIES

I will buy wour Chickens, '.E'1||"I-lf“_'|"r- Eggs at higzhest market
prices and sell you gomls at close prices, thus saving both ways

The Produce Man J. 'S, GARDMNER B o ice

L....;"—;"..- S e L T T L] L e e e PP L T

.-am

",,!.m.,;,,,,m,.;.;;m.,, T E T F PP P P P PP T P

THE ITALY CAFE

‘ EDWARD FIMNMN, Proprictor

"""l‘t

“The Home of Good Things to Eat”

Receive shipments of Fish and Ovsters daily from Gulf Coast

“‘-miiii"iiiirmiﬁ TPPPRF SRR FFF IR RREA

i'm‘iiim"'-'"' ﬂ.""'rw-----:rm JJJJJJJ mliil‘iiimiiiirF-’I
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: mmitary Bakery

John Enser, Proprietor

Twenty vears experience in the bakery
buginess, which is a guarantes that you
will always get first ¢lass bread, cakes,
conkies, elc.

GIVE US A TRIAL ORDER

- l--m--rmrrrr\.l:\.l-\.l-rriiiiiiiiimiiiim‘--"m‘-

STEWART FREEMAN

Fire and Life Insurance

Phone 77 Avalon Exchange

Office Farmers State Bank ITALY, TEXAS E\
e T T A I T E T T ] FrI Iy rrr
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W. D. BATEMAN

Accessories and Paris

Service Station---0)il and Air
ITALY, TEXAS

AGENT FOR
FORD AUTOMOBILES
:
:

7 FYFFrTrrey et P e L] rrrEEErrREES

i 1. P. Jones, President  J. 8 Griffis, Secy. and Treas.

Farmers Union Gin Co. H

J. E. WHITT, Manager [

i

Ei

ITELY, - 0 eTHTERAS |
mmu_m__.j
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P, E. Wood, Italy

J. V. WOOD & BRO.

DEALERS IN

Lumber, Shingles, Sash, Doors, Paints, Oils,
Coal, Briek, Sand, Lime, Cement, Ete.

Yards—Italy, Itasca, Milford,
Maypearl, Royce City

Farmers Dry Goods Co.

Wwim. Velans, Manager

Drv Goods, Clothing, Shoes
Ladies® and Gents' Ready-to-Wear

ITALY, TEXAS E‘
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il 7 H. Carlisle

ameron & Co.

TP o “INCORPORATED

Ele »
Lumber, Shingles, Coal

- and Builder's Hardware

.

Carlisle Brothers

Physicians and Surgeons

ITALY, TEXAS

ITALY, TEXAS |

L3

T T Wﬁ@_ ] | [rEsssmmsr=ssssedd “'“—““““'“m'fj
E Interior Office e S :% J. T. WOLAVER T. J. GREEN §
ITALY, TEXAS “McReid" l| ;
E. el
” . n
Reid & McCullough | Wolaver & Gree
i : GINNERS

ITALY, - - TEXAS 1

— R EEE

i Honston, Texas Galveston, Texas New Orleans, La.
| Liverpool, England.
_ﬂbnmmm.um—!"m"m
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AND DEALER IN . ‘ :
Hogs and Cattle

ITALY, TEXAS

ITALY BOTTLING WORKS

ROY WIMBERLEY, Manager
Mansfacturers of

SOFT DRINKS AND ICE CREAM
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Charter No, 166

The Farmers 2%

ITALY, 'HR ;

Capital $25, 0
Surplus $12,500 <
Undivided Profits 5.

Organized Feb. 1907 -

Report of the condition at the close of busily ik
3f 1917, as made to Commissioner of Insurance A ueld
__ RESOURCES il
| Loans and Discounts ... i 80,279, 56
Advances on Cotton and Cotton S&ﬁ] - 3235,977.26
# Furniture and F"t::tun:a vy, e R T T

PR RE R PR PR e
i sl T T r

PO S R i

B Cash with Banks......oe o e oieeese s 23727989 ]
d Caghin Vault.. ooooiecvuncenniinin vuee o 26,097.78 B

POTAL, 05 i e v b o i a0
LIABILITIES :

| Capital Stock . e R e e R 1 (]| .
| Surplus .. . srastraseassacnassss.  12,500.00 |F i

Uudlﬂded Pmﬁts waR e aa e s e - 2y 0101

Liberty Bond Account.. A e |
Certified Checks Dut&tand.lnz eassaes - 1, 000,00 B ;
Due to Banks. . Vema e e eater s R0 BAEITE - R :
Indlrldnalﬂtpuilu PP e [ 1 [ -

TOTAL...owis van vearenen. $462,132.49 §
This Statement is correct. :

Whit George, President L. Ward, Vice President
Sam McCord, Cashier Jas. Bracken, Ass't Cashier B :
DIRECTORS : |

J. D. Stovall, Merchant; P. E. Wood, Lumberman; |
J. W. Rosson, ‘Banker and Farmtr, L. Wnrd Farmer; #
T. W. Park, Retired Merchant; J. T. Wuluer. Ginner |3
and Fa!‘ﬂierf Whit George. i

L




